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(Figure 2). There are several breaks along the roadside, during 
which a dozen costumed children, at times wearing animal 
masks, are unloaded from a jeep to perform a short theatrical 
dance about living harmoniously with animals. 
During the walk I speak with students, local conservationists, 
and KFD and District Revenue Department staff about what 
the walk represents to them, why they are participating, and 
wildlife conservation issues more broadly.1 At the end of the 
ZDONWKHSDUWLFLSDQWVUHFHLYHDOHFWXUHE\.)'RI¿FHUVRQWKH
LPSRUWDQFHRIFRQVHUYLQJZLOGOLIHDQGUHFHLYHDFHUWL¿FDWHRI
DFKLHYHPHQW$IWHUOXQFK,VLWRQWKHVHFRQGÀRRUYHUDQGDK
RIWKHUDQJHJXHVWKRXVHZLWKDQRI¿FHURIWKH6DQFWXDU\DQG
he tells me about the importance of educating children for 
protecting wildlife in India. He explains that he sees such 
DFWLYLWLHVDV³WKHRQO\ZD\´WRUHGXFHKXPDQZLOGOLIHFRQÀLFWV
LQWHUYLHZZLWK.)'RI¿FHU2 
The following year I attended the 2nd Annual Wildlife 
Walkathon. The walks programme was the same aside from 
the notable addition of a battalion of young Kattunaika 
adivasi (adivasi=indigenous peoples) children3 enrolled in the 
National Cadet Corps (NCC), dressed in military uniforms, 
at the head of the march (Figure 3). The adivasi-cadets are 
HQUROOHGLQDJRYHUQPHQW6FKHGXOHG7ULEHVFKRRODQGDVSDUW
of their education are given the opportunity to participate 
Special Section: Green Wars 
The Conservation Ideological State Apparatus
Jared D Margulies
'HSDUWPHQWRI*HRJUDSK\DQG(QYLURQPHQWDO6\VWHPV8QLYHUVLW\RI0DU\ODQG%DOWLPRUH&RXQW\0'86$
E-mail: jmargulies@umbc.edu
Abstract
7KLVDUWLFOHFRQVLGHUV/RXLV$OWKXVVHU¶VWKHRU\RIWKHLGHRORJLFDOVWDWHDSSDUDWXVHV,6$VIRUDGYDQFLQJSROLWLFDO
HFRORJ\VFKRODUVKLSRQ WKH IXQFWLRQLQJRI WKHVWDWH LQYLROHQWHQYLURQPHQWV , UHÀHFWRQDVHULHVRIHYHQWV LQ
ZKLFKDVWDWHIRUHVWGHSDUWPHQWLQ6RXWK,QGLDDWWHPSWHGWRUHFDVWYLROHQWFRQÀLFWVEHWZHHQWKHPVHOYHVDQGORFDO
FRPPXQLWLHVRYHUDFFHVVWRQDWXUDOUHVRXUFHVDQGDSURWHFWHGDUHDDVDGHEDWHRYHUKXPDQZLOGOLIHFRQÀLFWV7KURXJK
WKHH[DPSOHRIFRQVHUYDWLRQDVLGHRORJ\LQ:D\DQDG.HUDOD,VKRZKRZWKH,6$VDUWLFXODWHWKHIXQFWLRQLQJRI
ideology within the state apparatuses in order for us to understand the larger mechanics of the state apparatus and 
WKHUHSURGXFWLRQRIWKHUHODWLRQVRISURGXFWLRQQHFHVVDU\IRUWKHUHSURGXFWLRQRIFDSLWDOLVP5HYLVLWLQJWKH,6$VDVD
theoretical framework for studies in political ecology and conservation is timely given the resurgence of militarised 
conservation tactics, the emancipatory aims of Althussers theory, and political ecologys turn towards praxis.
Keywords:/RXLV$OWKXVVHUSROLWLFDOHFRORJ\ZLOGOLIHFRQVHUYDWLRQKHJHPRQ\6RXWK,QGLDKXPDQZLOGOLIH
FRQÀLFW
Access this article online
Quick Response Code:
Website: 
www.conservationandsociety.org
DOI:   
10.4103/cs.cs_16_154
&RS\ULJKW0DUJXOLHV7KLVLVDQRSHQDFFHVVDUWLFOHGLVWULEXWHGXQGHUWKHWHUPVRIWKH&UHDWLYH&RPPRQV$WWULEXWLRQ/LFHQVHZKLFKSHUPLWV
XQUHVWULFWHGXVHDQGGLVWULEXWLRQRIWKHDUWLFOHSURYLGHGWKHRULJLQDOZRUNLVFLWHG3XEOLVKHGE\:ROWHUV.OXZHU0HGNQRZ0XPEDL_0DQDJHGE\WKH
$VKRND7UXVWIRU5HVHDUFKLQ(FRORJ\DQGWKH(QYLURQPHQW$75((%DQJDORUH)RUUHSULQWVFRQWDFWUHSULQWV#PHGNQRZFRP
³0DQLVE\QDWXUHDQLGHRORJLFDODQLPDO´
±/RXLV$OWKXVVHU
INTRODUCTION
$W$0RQD6DWXUGD\KXQGUHGVRIVFKRROFKLOGUHQDUH
gathering along a busy roadside in Wayanad District, in 
Kerala, India (Figure 7KH\ DUH SDUWLFLSDWLQJ LQ WKH ¿UVW
annual Wildlife Walkathon, an event organised by the 
Kerala Forest Department (KFD) with assistance from local 
conservation organisations. Children crowd around a pickup 
truck where uniformed KFD staff hand out t-shirts emblazoned 
with the face of an orange cartoon tiger. The walk will take us 
QRUWKHDVWIURPWKHWRZQRI6XOWDQ%DWKHU\ZKHUHWKH:D\DQDG
:LOGOLIH6DQFWXDU\KHDGTXDUWHUVDUHORFDWHGWRWKH6DQFWXDU\¶V
0XWKDQJD 5DQJH KHDGTXDUWHUV DERXW  NLORPHWUHV DZD\
>'RZQORDGHGIUHHIURPKWWSZZZFRQVHUYDWLRQDQGVRFLHW\RUJRQ7KXUVGD\0DUFK,3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in the NCC, where they are, among other things, taught to 
drill and march. The mission of the NCC is to engage in 
grooming the youth of the country into disciplined and patriotic 
FLWL]HQV´6KDUPD7KDWWKLV\HDUWKHPDUFKZDV
led by adivasi NCC cadets to the same location of a bloody 
VWUXJJOH  \HDUV SULRU ZKHUH RYHU  adivasi families 
ZHUHYLROHQWO\H[SHOOHGIURPWKH6DQFWXDU\DIWHURFFXS\LQJ
it in protest against the dispossession of their historical lands 
is notable%LMR\DQG5DPDQ6WHXU$WOHDVWRQH
activist and one policeman were killed during the violence, 
though by others accounts the death toll of activists was as 
KLJKDVIRXUWHHQLQGLYLGXDOV5DPDQ
Why did uniform-clad adivasi children lead a parade of 
QHDUO\SULPDULO\QRQadivasi students wearing tiger t-shirts 
down a highway to the site of a previous state-sanctioned 
assault on some of Keralas most impoverished citizens? I 
DSSURDFK DQVZHULQJ WKLV TXHVWLRQ WR H[SODLQ ZK\ ZLOGOLIH
have become the primary subject of an ideological battle in 
Wayanad, framed through the construct of human-wildlife 
conflict. I will show how this framing enables the state 
to side-step direct conflicts with a diverse set of human 
communities over issues of economic marginalisation 
and accumulation by dispossession. In doing so, I explore 
how the annual event described above transforms from a 
³FRQIXVLQJ WKHDWULFDO VSHFWDFOH´ DV , ¿UVW GHVFULEHG LW LQ
P\ ¿HOG QRWHV WR D FRKHUHQW SHUIRUPDQFH RI LQWHUSHOODWLRQ
of conservation subjects. Interpellation is the mechanism 
through which the state hails or calls upon individuals as 
VWDWHFRQVHUYDWLRQVXEMHFWV$OWKXVVHU>@7KHDFW
of interpellation highlights the functioning of conservation as 
ideology, understood through the broader framework of Louis 
$OWKXVVHU¶VWKHRU\RIWKH,GHRORJLFDO6WDWH$SSDUDWXVHV,6$V
>@,DUJXHWKDWFRQWHVWDWLRQVEHWZHHQVWDWHDFWRUV
and marginalised communities over conservation spaces are 
better understood through the emergence of what I call the 
conservation ideological state apparatus. 
'UDZLQJRQ$OWKXVVHU¶VWKHRU\RIWKH,6$VKHOSVWRPDNH
sense of how wildlife become mobilised ideologically in 
ways that are supportive of the broader capitalist state project 
through FRQVHUYDWLRQ 8QGHUVWDQGLQJ ZK\ ZLOGOLIH KDYH
become central to political debates more foundationally about 
social and economic injustice in Wayanad reveals the value 
of conservation to the state in an era in which we are seeing 
increasingly militarised forms of conservation resurface. At 
the same time, these contestations show how the practice of 
politics in opposition to state conservation efforts demonstrate 
the shortcomings of a conservation agenda rooted in territorial 
and economic dispossession, practices which may ultimately 
KDUPHIIRUWVWRFRQVHUYHZLOGOLIHLQWKHORQJWHUP'XII\
%VFKHUDQG5DPXWVLQGHOD
0\ DUJXPHQW IRU HPSOR\LQJ WKH ,6$V DV D WKHRUHWLFDO
framework rests on the case that Althussers theory of 
WKH ,6$V VKRZV XV KRZ KHJHPRQ\ LV PDLQWDLQHG WKURXJK
constant tensions between the states repressive organs and 
the ideological forces embedded within increasingly diverse 
institutions typically understood as outside the state (Althusser 
>@   ,Q UHFRJQLVLQJ WKH FRQWULEXWLRQ RI WKH
,6$VWRIXUWKHULOOXPLQDWHFRQVHUYDWLRQDVDVWDWHSUDFWLFHRI
ideological social domination, I draw on the complete edition 
Figure 1 
Wayanad District in northern Kerala (light green shading), and Wayanad 
Wildlife Sanctuary (darker green shading) at the borders of Karnataka 
and Tamil Nadu States.  Map of India inset at left for broader geographic 
context
Figure 2 
Location (shaded in green) of Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary (344.44 km2) 
along with track of the Widlife Walkathon (white) beginning in Sultan 
Bathery, Wayanad, and ending at the Muthanga Range headquarters, 
Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary. GPS tracks recorded using a Garmin 
GPSmap 60CSx
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of On the Reproduction of Capitalism, recently made available 
in English, in order to formulate how Althussers writings have 
much to offer political ecology in contemporary studies of 
the state despite an almost complete lack of engagement with 
$OWKXVVHUWRGDWH$OWKXVVHU>@7KHQHZO\DYDLODEOH
PDWHULDOUHYHDOVDPRUHIXOO\ÀHGJHGWKHRU\RIWKHUHSURGXFWLRQ
of the social relations of production and class exploitation in 
the capitalist state. I apply the framework of the conservation 
,6$WRWKHFDVHVWXG\RIFRQVHUYDWLRQFRQÀLFWVLQ:D\DQDG
.HUDODWRGHPRQVWUDWHWKHYDOXHRIWKHWKHRU\RIWKH,6$VLQ
moving political ecology towards the development of praxis.
CONSERVATION AND THE STATE
There are of course a variety of theoretical frameworks 
and a large literature through which conservation has been 
examined in relation to state-making practices, namely, those 
RI FRQVHUYDWLRQ DV WHUULWRULDOLVDWLRQ 3HOXVR  
1HXPDQQ%URFNLQJWRQUHVLVWDQFHVWXGLHV
+ROPHV   DQG ZRUNV GUDZLQJ RQ )RXFDXOW¶V
WKHRU\RIJRYHUQPHQWDOLW\6LYDUDPDNULVKQDQ$JUDZDO
)RXFDXOW)OHWFKHU8QGHUVWDQGLQJ
conservation as a state-making process through territorialisation 
practices is essential because the exclusion of people from 
FRQVHUYDWLRQVSDFHVUHPDLQVRQHRIWKHIRXQGDWLRQDOFRQÀLFWVLQ
contestations over and through nature. This literature expands 
on essentially Weberian ideas of the processes through which 
state power is expressed and exerted through its geographic 
territory to how conservation as a set of ideals and practices 
EHFRPH HQPHVKHG LQ WKHVH SURFHVVHV :HEHU >@ 
/HIHEYUH  1HXPDQQ   %URFNLQJWRQ 
+RZHYHUWKLVDQDO\WLFLVLQVXI¿FLHQWIRUWKHRULVLQJRQWKHPRUH
complex assemblages of non-state actors who co-produce 
and regulate conservation spaces and conservation subjects. 
Within conservation studies, scholars have also examined 
how people resist exclusionary conservation practices through 
timber felling, arson, occupation, and more symbolic practices 
RI UHVLVWDQFHDJDLQVW WKH VWDWH +ROPHV:KLOH
resistance studies are instructive precisely because they show 
us the various forms through which the exploited resist these 
efforts, they are less attuned to the ideological and functional 
PHDQVWKURXJKZKLFKSHRSOHDUHH[SORLWHGLQWKH¿UVWSODFH
E\DQGWKURXJKWKHVWDWHDSSDUDWXVHV6LYDUDPDNULVKQDQ
1RUJURYHDQG+XOPH
,WLVDUJXDEO\WKHZRUNRI)RXFDXOWWKDWKDVPRVWVLJQL¿FDQWO\
impacted political ecology studies of conservation with 
regards to the role of state apparatuses in the making of 
conservation subjects, and the manner in which the state 
DFTXLUHV WKHLU FRPSOLDQFH 6LYDUDPDNULVKQDQ 
Governmentality-inspired studies have shown how the roll-out 
of neoliberal capitalism takes place through the proliferation 
of actors that seek to regulate environmental subjects 
through diverse sets of practices, discourses, and institutional 
DSSDUDWXVHV/XNH$JUDZDO%VFKHUDQG'UHVVOHU
,JRHDQG%URFNLQJWRQ5XWKHUIRUG)OHWFKHU
%VFKHUHWDO%XWVFKRODUVKDYHDOVRVKRZQ
ZKHUHSXUHO\)RXFDXOGLDQDQDO\VHVRIFRQVHUYDWLRQFRQÀLFWV
fall short of developing political ecologies motivated by 
MXVWLFH +DUW  /L  *LGZDQL  0DQQ 
7KLVLVLQSDUWEHFDXVHWKHTXHVWLRQRIFODVVVWUXJJOHUHVWVRQ
the ideologies that exist in a social formation and their role in 
maintaining the dominance of one class over another. Here, we 
must make a departure from Foucault because in addition to his 
³HORTXHQWVLOHQFHRQWKHVXEMHFWRIWKH6WDWH´+DOO
)RXFDXOW¶VWKRXJKWLVH[SOLFLWO\DQWLLGHRORJLFDO5\GHU
Foucault is clear about his unwillingness to put much stake in 
ideology because it positions some subjects over others, and 
UHTXLUHVWKDWWKURXJKKLVWRULFDODQDO\VLVZHFDQXQGHUVWDQG
how certain ideologies are more right than others. This 
position is at odds with the multiple truths that Foucault 
believes should be discursively analysed within a social 
IRUPDWLRQ5\GHU
6RPH UHVHDUFKHUV KDYH FRPELQHG$QWRQLR *UDPVFL¶V
writings on hegemony with a Foucauldian perspective 
of the micro-politics of power in an effort to reconcile 
governmentalitys attention to capillary and nodal formations 
of power with Gramscis emphasis on class relations and 
FRQÀLFW /L  *LGZDQL $VKHU DQG 2MHGD 
%LUNHQKROW]+HJHPRQ\LVDZD\WRFRQFHSWXDOLVHQRW
just the importance of the material nature of the ruling classs 
domination, and the evidence it does so, but the forms of class 
domination reproduced through civil society in the form of 
norms, culture, thoughts, and ideas (e.g., the ethical-political) 
*UDPVFL  7KH PHULWV RI VXFK WKHRUHWLFDO
hybridity are noteworthy and have helped articulate some 
of the ways environmental governance regimes seek to 
exact compliance and maintain hegemony within contested 
conservation geographies through increasingly diverse and 
XQH[SHFWHGDFWRUVHJ/L
6R ZKDW SUHFLVHO\ GRHV$OWKXVVHU¶V WKHRU\ RI WKH ,6$V
contribute to political ecology studies of conservation? The 
DSSOLFDWLRQ RI WKHRU\ ZLWK VXI¿FLHQW H[SODQDWRU\ SRZHU WR
XQGHUVWDQGZK\XQHTXDOVRFLDOUHODWLRQVDUHUHSURGXFHGDQG
to tackle theorising on the role of the state in reproducing 
Figure 3 
The 2015 Wildlife Walkathon underway in Wayanad District, Kerala. 
The adivasi National Cadet Corps are seen in uniform behind the banner 
(October 2, 2015). Photograph by the author
>'RZQORDGHGIUHHIURPKWWSZZZFRQVHUYDWLRQDQGVRFLHW\RUJRQ7KXUVGD\0DUFK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them, is essential in order to work towards upending them. 
$QG\HWDV.DWH&UHKDQDUJXHVKHJHPRQ\VHHPV
WRRQO\³QDPHWKHSUREOHP´RIWKHUHSURGXFWLRQRIXQHTXDO
power relations through coercion and consent. I argue that 
$OWKXVVHU¶VH[SDQGHGWKHRU\RIWKH,6$VJLYHVXVDIUDPHZRUN
to understand in practice the role of ideology, materially 
PDQLIHVWHG LQ WKH ,6$V LQ UHSURGXFLQJ WKH VRFLDO UHODWLRQV
QHFHVVDU\ IRU FDSLWDOLVP ,Q ORFDWLQJ ZKHUH LGHRORJ\ ¿QGV
SXUFKDVH LQ WKH PDLQWHQDQFH RI XQHTXDO VRFLDO UHODWLRQV ,
EHOLHYHWKH,6$VFDQDOVRKHOSPRYHSROLWLFDOHFRORJ\WRZDUGV
Gramscis goal of praxisthe unifying of both theory and 
SUDFWLFH (NHUVHWDO/RIWXV ,Q WKHFRQWH[WRI
studies of political ecology, the aim of praxis is not only to 
DQDO\VH DQG XQGHUVWDQG ZK\ IRUPV RI XQMXVW DQG XQHTXDO
socio-environmental relations are re-produced, but to help 
envision and develop alternative futures that are not so unjust 
-DURV]5REELQV:DWWVDQG3HHW
It must be noted that Althusser was, at times, very skeptical 
of the usefulness of hegemony as theory. %XW IROORZLQJ
*LGZDQL  , VHH URRP IRU DQ$OWKXVVHULDQ UHDGLQJ
of hegemony that attends to Gramscis larger project of 
developing a philosophy of praxis through Althussers 
FRQFHSWXDOL]DWLRQRIWKHLGHRORJLFDOVWDWHDSSDUDWXVHV,6$V
As Gidwani writes:
 If hegemonyis understood as a ruling ideology 
that functions by effecting a suture between different 
classes and class fractionsthere is a tenable way to 
read hegemonyGramsci through Althusser, for 
instanceas a collection of lived SUDFWLFHV ³LGHDV´ DV
relations of force that operate in molecular and unconscious 
ways upon conduct, and which only achieve legibility 
in doings and not on a Cartesian slate of consciousness 

Framed in this way, we can read Althussers theory of the 
,6$VDVKRZKHJHPRQ\RSHUDWHVZLWKLQWKHVWDWHDSSDUDWXVHV
through a formulation of how ideology precisely functions 
PDWHULDOO\LQWKHPDLQWHQDQFHRIVWDWHSRZHU2UDV*LGZDQL
says, how the act of hegemonising works to continuously repair 
the scars that can erupt once again into bleeding wounds as 
DUHVXOWRIFODVVFRQÀLFWV%HIRUHUHWXUQLQJWRWKH
,6$VDQGP\DUJXPHQW IRU WKH H[LVWHQFHRI D FRQVHUYDWLRQ
,6$,ZLOO¿UVWEULHÀ\FRQWH[WXDOLVHWKH:DONDWKRQZLWKLQWKH
case of conservation in Wayanad. I do this in order to situate 
WKHWKHRU\RIWKH,6$VLQWKHFRQWH[WRI:D\DQDG¶VSDUWLFXODU
history of dispossession.
THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF DISPOSSESSION 
IN WAYANAD
A full accounting of what led to the formation of an annual 
µ:LOGOLIH :DONDWKRQ¶ UHTXLUHV HQJDJLQJ ZLWK :D\DQDG¶V
long history of dispossession, as well as the appropriation 
and recon¿Juring of forests as spaces under bureaucratic 
FRQWURO IRU UHVRXUFH H[WUDFWLRQ LQ WKH %ULWLVK FRORQLDO HUD
DQGE\WKH6WDWH)RUHVW'HSDUWPHQWIROORZLQJLQGHSHQGHQFH
VHH 6WHXU  0QVWHU  ,Q SDUWLFXODU 6WHXU
LVLQVWUXFWLYHLQGHPRQVWUDWLQJKRZGLVSDUDWH
indigenous communities in Wayanad coalesced around the 
identity of adivasi LQWKHVDQGWKHHDUO\VQRWDVD
form of identity politics in contrast to the twentieth century 
class politics of communist Kerala, but as a new articulation 
and tool for anti-capitalist resistance to accumulation by 
dispossession through activating, via indigeneity, their claim to 
a secure livelihood wedded to their historical lands. In invoking 
the notion of class in the context of India, and Wayanad in 
SDUWLFXODU,IROORZ6WHXULQGUDZLQJRQDQH[SDQGHG
YLHZRIFODVVLQWKH0DU[LDQ$QWKURSRORJLFDOWUDGLWLRQRI(ULF
:ROIZKRXQGHUVWDQGVFODVVQRWDVDVLJQL¿HURIGLIIHUHQFHLQ
DQGRILWVHOIEXWDVDFRQVWHOODWLRQRIVLJQL¿HUVWKDWSRLQWWR
the processes of primitive accumulation within the system of 
capitalism through which uneven development takes place in 
WKH¿UVWLQVWDQFH:ROI6PLWK>@
The original form of primitive accumulation by dispossession 
many of these diverse communities experienced was often 
tied to their historical position as bonded labourers within the 
regions jenmi system (a feudal land tenure system of Keralas 
aristocracy) up through the mid-twentieth Century. With the 
abolition of this system in the mid-twentieth Century resulting 
from the rise of communist politics in Kerala, many adivasi 
communities transitioned into a new form of agricultural 
wage labour, often working for poor Christian settlers who 
FDPHWR:D\DQDGIROORZLQJWKHFRPPXQLVWNaxalbari 
revolt in India, displacing and even violently evicting many 
RI WKH UHJLRQ¶V KLVWRULFDO ODQGORUGV 6WHXU  &UDVKHV
of several commodity crop markets in Wayanad beginning 
LQWKHVLQFOXGLQJUXEEHUSHSSHUDQGWHDOHGWRWKHLU
increasing marginalisation and economic precarity as a result 
RIDGHFOLQLQJGHPDQGIRUDJULFXOWXUDOZDJHODERXU0QVWHU
DQG0QVWHU6WHXU,QWKHZDNHRIWKHVH
crop market crashes, eco-tourism and wildlife tourism 
HPHUJHGLQWKHHDUO\VDVDQHZSRVWDJUDULDQVSHFXODWLYH
IRUP RI HFRQRPLF H[SDQVLRQ LQ :D\DQDG 0QVWHU DQG
0QVWHU
,QKLJKOLJKWLQJKRZHYHUEULHÀ\WKHSROLWLFDODQGHFRQRPLF
foundations of the move towards speculative investment in 
wildlife and eco-tourism as a new economy in Wayanad, it is 
instructive to highlight that conservation, as a form of territorial 
management, has always been entangled in these processes and 
histories of accumulation by dispossession. This is seen in the 
colonial history in which Wayanads forests were remade into 
timber plantations, and then later re-imagined into inviolate 
spaces for wildlife, necessitating the relocation of adivasis 
outside of the forest. These earlier forms of dispossession in 
part beget another, the subjugation of adivasi communities 
as landless agrarian labourers. That ironically Wayanads 
burgeoning tourism industry now capitalises on the racialised 
imaginaries of adivasis as primitive forest dwellers, an 
HFRQRP\WKH\GHULYH OLWWOH WRQREHQH¿WIURP6WHXU
only speaks to the rising tensions in Wayanad as a speculative 
SRVWDJUDULDQ ODQGVFDSH LQ HFRQRPLF FULVLV 0QVWHU DQG
0QVWHU6WHXU
>'RZQORDGHGIUHHIURPKWWSZZZFRQVHUYDWLRQDQGVRFLHW\RUJRQ7KXUVGD\0DUFK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THE IDEOLOGICAL STATE APPARATUSES 
In working towards an understanding of how conservation as 
ideology operates, it is useful to place Althussers theory of the 
,6$VLQWKHFRQWH[WRI0DU[¶VWRSRJUDSKLFDOPHWDSKRURIWKH
reproduction of the relations of capitalism (Figure7KHEDVLF
model is comprised of the base and the superstructure, wherein 
the base is the unity of the productive forces (raw materials, 
the instruments of production such as tools and machines) and 
the relations of production (labour, the bourgeoisie, capital, 
the agents of production). The superstructure, in contrast, 
is made up of two distinct components, the legal-political 
(law and state) and the ideological (religious, moral, etc.). 
$OWKXVVHUGHYHORSVWKHWKHRU\RIWKH,6$VLQSDUDOOHOZLWKWKH
FRQFHSWXDOLVDWLRQRIWKH5HSUHVVLYH6WDWH$SSDUDWXV56$
the apparatus of the state that exerts itself primarily through 
violence and the threat of violence (the army and the police). 
,Q FRQWUDVW$OWKXVVHU >@   LGHQWL¿HV µPDQ\¶
,6$VLQFOXGLQJVFKRROVUHOLJLRXVLQVWLWXWLRQVWKHPHGLDWKH
IDPLO\XQLWHWFDQGQRWHVWKDWWKLVOLVWLVQRW¿QLWH,SURSRVH
to add to this list the assemblage of institutions working in the 
name of conservation. 
,WLVLQFKDSWHU¿YHRIOn the Reproduction of Capitalism that 
we can begin to understand the genuinely novel contribution 
$OWKXVVHU>@LVPDNLQJWKURXJKKLVWKHRU\RIWKH
,6$VDQGWKHUROHRIODZLQVXWXULQJERWKWKHOHJDOSROLWLFDOWR
the ideological within the superstructure, as well as the base 
to the superstructure. This is important because this chapters 
text is entirely absent from the original essay published in 
La Pensée, and yet holds key insights into how Althusser 
>@   LV PDNLQJ D FODLP IRU WKH PDWHULDO
H[LVWHQFHRILGHRORJ\WKURXJKWKH,6$V$OWKXVVHUVKRZVKRZ
the relational hyphen in the legal-political superstructure, the 
relation between law and the state, is essential in understanding 
the form of the state superstructure and its reliance on 
ideology. The law and the related concept Althusser refers to 
as legal ideology are essential in maintaining the necessary 
conditions for the reproduction of these social relations. Law, 
IRU$OWKXVVHU >@ LV³QHFHVVDULO\ UHSUHVVLYH´
in that behind law is the threat of repressive action by the 
56$²WKH SROLFH FRXUWV SHQDOWLHV DQG SULVRQV %XW ODZ
cannot only rely on the repressive apparatus for support. Law 
DOVRUHTXLUHVWKHH[LVWHQFHRIDµOHJDOLGHRORJ\¶ to ensure that 
subjects of the state behave as legal subjects without the need 
for the repressive apparatus. Thus, legal ideology enables 
law to function enables, that is, legal practice to go all by 
itself, without the help of repression or threats (Althusser 
>@:HFDQVHHWKHVHUHODWHGEXWGLVWLQFWIRUPV
of law operating (repressively, ideologically) in the Walkathon. 
Participants were reminded of both their moral duty to share 
space with animals (ideological law), while later being lectured 
about the history, importance, and need for enforcement of the 
Wildlife Protection Act (1972) for saving endangered species 
(the threat of repressive law). 
Althusser instructs that there is a relational nature between 
repression and ideology, and this is made clear in how 
conservation operates in both Wayanad and across India. In the 
FDVHRIWKH:DONDWKRQZHVHHDXQLTXHH[DPSOHRIWKH.)'
SDUWRIWKH56$IXQFWLRQLQJLQDQRYHUWO\LGHRORJLFDOPDQQHU
LQFRQMXQFWLRQZLWKDYDULHW\RIFRQVHUYDWLRQQRQSUR¿WVDQG
ZLOGOLIHDFWLYLVWRUJDQLVDWLRQV:KLOHERWK WKH56$DQGWKH
,6$V³IXQFWLRQVLPXOWDQHRXVO\RQUHSUHVVLRQDQGLGHRORJ\´WKH
56$IXQFWLRQVRYHUZKHOPLQJO\RQUHSUHVVLRQZKLOHWKH,6$V
IXQFWLRQRYHUZKHOPLQJO\RQLGHRORJ\$OWKXVVHU>@
7KH:DONDWKRQLVWKHUHIRUHDQHVSHFLDOO\LOOXPLQDWLQJ
case for examining the value of Althussers theory to political 
ecology studies of conservation precisely because it is as 
H[FHSWLRQDORXWOLHU WR WKHHYHU\GD\QRUPVRIKRZ WKH56$
(in this case, the KFD) typically ought to act.  In developing 
a relationship between repression and ideology, Althusser is 
exploring how the state ensures compliance and the domination 
of the working class through the states diverse apparatuses. 
This compliance is maintained through the tension between 
the threat of physical repression (state violence) and the more 
pliable evocation of compliance by means of the ideological 
DSSDUDWXVHV:KDW$OWKXVVHULVVHHNLQJLQWKH,6$VLVDWKHRU\
that explains the actual mechanics that enable the reproduction 
of relations necessary for the continuation of the capitalist 
VWDWH,DUJXHWKH,6$VDUWLFXODWHWKHPDWHULDO functioning of 
ideologies in order for us to understand the larger mechanics 
of the state apparatus and the constant reproduction of the 
relations of production necessary for the reproduction of 
capitalism. 
8QGHUVWDQGLQJ WKHVH DUWLFXODWLRQV KHOSV XV ORFDWH WKH
³TXLOWLQJSRLQW´ZKHUHWKHVHYDULRXVLGHRORJLHVEHFRPH¿[HG
in relation to one another, and become parts of the structured 
QHWZRUN RI PHDQLQJ´ äLåHN   /RFDWLQJ WKHVH
points can help us identify how diverse and often contradictory 
practices, ideas, and beliefs about conservation are stitched 
together to form a conservation ideological state apparatus 
äLåHN  'HVSLWH WKH FRQVHUYDWLRQ ,6$¶V µJUDWLQJ¶
against certain elements of the capitalist class (e.g., the 
µDQWLGHYHORSPHQW¶DJHQGDRIPDQ\FRQVHUYDWLRQQRQSUR¿W
organisations), Althussers theory helps us understand how 
Figure 4 
Visual model of Marxs topographical metaphor of the state as advanced 
by Louis Althussers theory of the Ideological State Apparatuses
>'RZQORDGHGIUHHIURPKWWSZZZFRQVHUYDWLRQDQGVRFLHW\RUJRQ7KXUVGD\0DUFK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conservation as ideology continues to support the class war 
against Wayanads diverse communities of original inhabitants 
(that together as adivasis, represent a largely dispossessed 
ZDJHODERXULQJFODVVDQGVHH6WHXU
In the context of modern studies of governmentality, we 
can read Althussers theory of the state understood through 
WKH56$DQGWKH,6$VDVRQHRIDQexpansive and expanding 
capitalist class project, one in which the proliferating number 
of non-state actors is reformulated as an expansion in both 
WKHQXPEHURINLQGVRI,6$VDVZHOODVWKHQXPEHURIDFWRUV
SUROLIHUDWLQJµZLWKLQ¶HDFK,6$LQUHVSRQVHWRWKHPRXQWLQJ
crises of late-era capitalism. The expansion of the kinds of 
,6$V HQDEOHV QHZ RSSRUWXQLWLHV IRU WKH VWDWH WR FDOO XSRQ
state-subjects ideologically in order to reduce the friction and 
JUDWLQJZKLFKPD\DULVHZLWKLQRWKHU,6$VWKDWEHFRPHVLWHV
of class struggle. Through a reading of Althussers formulation 
RIWKHVWDWHHPSKDVLVLQJWKHÀH[LEOHIULFWLRXVDQGH[SDQGLQJ
UROHRI,6$VDORQJVLGHLQFUHDVLQJFULVHVLQWHUQDOWRWKHFDSLWDOLVW
state, I believe we can see productive theoretical linkages 
emerge between how hegemony operates in practice, and the 
way power moves through nodal and diverse technologies of 
power. This is not to suggest the theoretical differences between 
Gramscian hegemony and Foucauldian governmentality are 
WULYLDOVHH%DUQHWW5DWKHU,KLJKOLJKWWKHVHOLQNDJHVWR
suggest that we might read Althussers formulation of ideology, 
DQFKRUHG³LQPDWHULDOIXQFWLRQVVSHFL¿FWRHDFK,6$´DVDVHW
RIOLYHGSUDFWLFHV$OWKXVVHU>@7KURXJKWKLV
UHDGLQJRILGHRORJ\LWVHHPVSRVVLEOHWRRYHUFRPHWKHFULWLTXH
that hegemony lacks any clear sense of how consent is actually 
secured, or any convincing account of how hegemonic projects 
DUHDQFKRUHGDWWKHOHYHORIHYHU\GD\OLIH´%DUQHWW
$W WKH VDPH WLPH D PRYH WRZDUGV WKH ,6$V DV D ZD\ RI
framing how ideology operates in everyday life also brings to 
the fore the kinds of sites and institutions of power, and their 
networked relations, that are central to analyses grounded in a 
framework of governmentality. I now turn more directly to the 
conservation ideological state apparatus in order to help ground 
this argument in the practice of conservation and contestation 
to it in Wayanad.
THE CONSERVATION IDEOLOGICAL STATE 
APPARATUS 
6RKRZGLGWKH)RUHVW'HSDUWPHQWLQ:D\DQDGZLWKVXSSRUW
RIWKHFRQVHUYDWLRQ,6$FDOOXSRQSDUWLFLSDQWVDVFRQVHUYDWLRQ
subjects during the Walkathon? An important parallel theory 
GHVFULEHGLQ$OWKXVVHU¶V>@LQÀXHQWLDOHVVD\RQWKH
,6$VLQLa Pensée is the concept of interpellation. Explained 
E\$OWKXVVHUDV³KDLOLQJ´IRULQVWDQFHZKHQDSROLFHRI¿FHU
shouts, Hey, you there! and one turns, thereby, in effect, 
being hailed by the police as a state-subject, interpellation is 
WKHDFWRILGHRORJ\LGHQWLI\LQJWKHVXEMHFW$OWKXVVHU>@
  ,QWHUSHOODWLRQ LV ³KRZ WKH 6WDWH ,GHRORJ\ DQG
the various ideological forms realised in these apparatuses 
and their practicesreach concrete individuals themselves 
at the level of their ideas and acts (ibid: 177).  Through 
WKHGLVSHUVDORIVKLUWVFDSVFHUWL¿FDWHVDQGDIUHHPHDOWKH
KFD was hailing individuals as conservationists who could 
be called upon as such to walk for wildlife. In so doing, 
participants were also named as supporters of the protectors 
of wildlifethe repressive apparatus of the state (the KFD), 
DQGWKHFRQVHUYDWLRQ,6$:KLOHLQWHUSHOODWLRQDOORZVXVWR
understand how these subjects come to be hailed by the state 
as conservation subjects, I argue we should do so in order 
to understand how that hailing functions through the states 
ideological apparatuses and for what purposes. This is only 
possible if we engage with Althussers work as a holistic text 
in which interpellation is employed in the context of his theory 
on the structure and functioning of the capitalist state and how 
WKHVWDWHLGHQWL¿HVDQGFDSWXUHVLWVVXEMHFW
Interpellation has found more engagement in political 
ecology texts than Althussers broader theory of the state. 
,QWHUSHOODWLRQKDVEHHQDSSOLHGE\5REELQVDQG6KDUS
to understand the creation of the turfgrass subject in their 
UHVHDUFKRQWKHSROLWLFDOHFRORJ\RIODZQVLQWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV
DQG E\ 0DFLS DQG =DPRUD  WR H[SORUH FRQVHUYDWLRQ
VXEMHFW LGHQWLWLHV LQ 2D[DFD 0H[LFR %XW LQ ERWK RI WKHVH
instances, the theory of interpellation is annexed from 
Althussers formulation of the capitalist stateit is engaged 
with on its own terms as a mechanism for understanding 
subject-formation. While interpellation has arguably made a 
more lasting impact on philosophy than Althussers broader 
ZULWLQJ RQ WKH ,6$V VHH äLåHN  %XWOHU  %LGHW
GLYRUFLQJWKHIRUPHUIURPWKHODWWHULVWRVXEVWDQWLDOO\
weaken his formulation of the capitalist state writ large, for the 
concept of interpellation is the suture that binds the individual 
to the ideological apparatuses and the state. I would argue 
that this annexure of theories was facilitated by their original 
and incomplete presentation in the La Pensée essay, where 
the important linkage of the role of law in binding the state 
VXEMHFWWRVWDWHLGHRORJ\WKURXJKLQWHUSHOODWLRQDQGWKH,6$V
LVHQWLUHO\DEVHQW$OWKXVVHU>@ 
:H FDQ XQGHUVWDQG WKH :DONDWKRQ WKHQ DV WKH 56$¶V
performance of interpellation hand-in-hand with the 
FRQVHUYDWLRQ,6$²DQDSSDUDWXVFRPSULVHGRIDGLYHUVHVHWRI
actors with their own particular motivations, from scientists 
WRQRQJRYHUQPHQWDORUJDQLVDWLRQVWRSROLF\PDNHUV%XWKRZ
do we ultimately determine whether or not there really is a 
FRQVHUYDWLRQ LGHRORJLFDO VWDWH DSSDUDWXV" 0\ DUJXPHQW LV
that it is most observable, and therefore exists, because of 
the resistance we can see emergent in reaction to it. During 
¿HOGZRUNZLOGOLIHFRQVHUYDWLRQDQGKXPDQZLOGOLIHFRQÀLFW
were the primary stump speech topics of politicians seeking 
election in Wayanad and the neighbouring Nilgiris District 
of Tamil Nadu. In recent years, conservation has become 
the site of an ideological battle in Wayanad. Debates 
RYHU WKHEHQH¿FLDULHVRIFRQVHUYDWLRQDUH WDNLQJSODFH LQD
geography with dense populations of some of the worlds most 
endangered and also dangerous megafauna, amidst crashes in 
FRPPRGLW\DJULFXOWXUHPDUNHWV0QVWHUDQG0QVWHU
and voluntary relocation of adivasi and non-adivasi forest 
dwellers in order to create spaces for wildlife devoid of human 
>'RZQORDGHGIUHHIURPKWWSZZZFRQVHUYDWLRQDQGVRFLHW\RUJRQ7KXUVGD\0DUFK,3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LQWHUIHUHQFH0QVWHUDQG9LVKQXGDV,QWKLVJHRSROLWLFDO
context, wildlife conservation has emerged as a contentious 
practice and ideological formation. 
In particular, the lives of landless labourers and small-scale 
farmers are made increasingly precarious in Wayanad, both 
WKURXJKIRUPVRIVWUXFWXUDOYLROHQFH0QVWHUDVZHOO
as through the particular geographies that expose labourers to 
the greatest risk of wild animal encounters that may endanger 
their safety. Public outcry in reaction to human death following 
encounters with tigers and elephants has become violent 
LQ UHFHQW \HDUV 7KH +LQGX D ZLWK IRUHVW GHSDUWPHQW
RI¿FHUVDQGFRQVHUYDWLRQ1*2VWDIIVXIIHULQJSK\VLFDODVVDXOW
E\SURWHVWHUV7KH+LQGXDLQWHUYLHZZLWK.)'RI¿FHU
LQWHUYLHZZLWKORFDOFRQVHUYDWLRQ1*2VWDIIPHPEHU
3URWHVWVDQGVWULNHVRUJDQLVHGE\YDULRXVSROLWLFDOSDUWLHV
have also increased in response to livestock depredation by 
FDUQLYRUHV 3KLOOLS 7KH +LQGX E DQG UXPRXUV
RI:D\DQDG:LOGOLIH 6DQFWXDU\ XSJUDGLQJ IURP D:LOGOLIH
6DQFWXDU\LQWRD7LJHU5HVHUYH6XGKLWKHVWULFWHVWIRUP
of protected area in India in terms of access and use of forests. 
These protests are organised by political parties to blame rival 
SDUWLHVLQSRZHUIRUWKHLUODFNRIHI¿FDF\LQUHGXFLQJKXPDQ
GHDWKDQGHFRQRPLFLQMXU\SHUVRQDOREVHUYDWLRQV,Q
VRGRLQJZLOGOLIHFRQÀLFWVDUHWUDQVIRUPHGLQWRSHUIRUPDQFHV
of a broader political expression of discontent by politicians 
and parties on both the left and the right in an effort to garner 
votes in upcoming elections.
Despite this constant grating I observed against conservation 
activities and actors and institutions associated with it, in this 
landscape conservation as ideology nevertheless serves the 
capitalist state well. Conservation as ideology has produced 
DGLVFRXUVHRIDODQGVFDSHµLQFULVLV¶LQ:D\DQDG%LHUPDQQ
DQG0DQV¿HOG LQQHHGRI H[FOXVLRQDU\PDQDJHPHQW
WKDW EHQH¿WV WKH VWDWH DQG EXUHDXFUDWV WKURXJK WKH ULJKW WR
natural resource extraction, while at the same time producing 
a new commodity to sell to domestic and international 
ZLOGOLIHWRXULVWV)OHWFKHUDQG1HYHV5RWKDQG'UHVVOHU
%DUXD$VD ORFDO DFWLYLVWQRWHG ³'HVSLWH WKLV
idea of protection, the Forest Department is still a revenue 
generating department for the state (interview with local 
ODERXUULJKWVDFWLYLVW3URGXFLQJDQLGHRORJ\DWWHQGDQW
to these hybrid and contradictory landscape imaginaries that 
serves both the processes of capitalist accumulation as well 
as the image of a wild conservation landscape in need of 
VWDWH SURWHFWLRQ LV DQ DFUREDWLF IHDW 6XFFHVVIXOO\ GRLQJ VR
VWDQGVDVWHVWDPHQWWRERWKWKHÀH[LELOLW\RIFRQVHUYDWLRQDVDQ
ideological scaffolding supportive of a variety of opportunities 
for capitalist expansion and territorialisation by the state, and 
\HWDOVRLWVVWUHQJWK²KRZGHVSLWHLWVÀH[LELOLW\FRQVHUYDWLRQ
as ideology is also hegemonic. 
,Q:D\DQDG ZKLOH UHDO HVWDWH VSHFXODWRUV KDYH SUR¿WHG
from the turn towards wildlife tourism enterprises and 
building leisure-class holiday resorts, agricultural and forest 
department wage labourers (particularly adivasis), and small 
IDUPHUVKDYHQRWEHQH¿WHGIURPWRXULVPLQGXVWU\GHYHORSPHQW
0QVWHU DQG 0QVWHU $V D UHVXOW ZLOGOLIH WRXULVP
and the development of tourism infrastructure are viewed by 
many as another form of dispossession of Wayanads original 
LQKDELWDQWV ,Q 0D\  WZR DFWLYLVWV ZHUH DUUHVWHG E\
police in Wayanad in an area with a large adivasi population 
for hanging posters with anti-eco-tourism development 
PHVVDJHVLQWHUYLHZZLWK.)'RI¿FHU7KHDUUHVWZDV
PDGHXQGHUWKH8QODZIXO$FWLYLWLHV3UHYHQWLRQ$FWRI,QGLD
which allows people to be arrested for acts deemed to threaten 
WKHVRYHUHLJQW\RIWKH6WDWHRI,QGLD,QUHVSRQVHWRKDQJLQJ
WKHVH³0DRLVW´SRVWHUVDVWKH\ZHUHUHIHUUHGWRE\SROLFHWKH
SROLFHWKHPVHOYHVEHJDQKDQJLQJ³DQWL0DRLVW´SURSDJDQGD
posters in adivasi settlements in Wayanad (Times of India 
.7 :KLOH$OWKXVVHUWHOOVXVLWLVOHVVFRPPRQIRUWKH56$
to act so overtly ideologically, this kind of relation between 
ideology and repression made explicit by way of empirical 
example highlights the necessary engagement with ideology 
itself as a materially manifested apparatus within the state 
$OWKXVVHU>@
Conservation practices also facilitate personal wealth 
accumulation by Forest Department staff through petty bribes, 
and skimming off the top of budgeted projects such as wildlife 
barriers and other infrastructure projects, collecting informal 
WROOIHHVDVZHOODVZLOGOLIHFRQÀLFWFRPSHQVDWLRQIXQGVsensu 
5REELQV)OHLVFKPDQLQWHUYLHZZLWKIRUPHU)RUHVW
'HSDUWPHQWVWDIIPHPEHUSHUVRQDOREVHUYDWLRQ
This is a common form of personal wealth accumulation 
DPRQJ IRUHVWU\ RI¿FHUV DQG VWDII DFURVV ,QGLD ZKR RIWHQ
must pay their way into Forest Department positions on the 
understanding that these positions have the potential for income 
generation far above their actual salary (interviews with two 
IRUPHU)RUHVW'HSDUWPHQWVWDIIPHPEHUV&RQVHUYDWLRQ
as ideology functions in this case to support the states claim 
to exclusive territorial management of these spaces under the 
auspices of saving wildlife. In doing so, conservation provides 
rhetorical ammunition for the KFD (and Forest Department 
staff across India) to maintain territorial hegemony over 
wildlife space whilst simultaneously supporting the desires of 
DGHSDUWPHQW¶VVWDIIWRSHUVRQDOO\SUR¿WIURPWKLVH[FOXVLRQDU\
spatial arrangement. 
At the same time that conservation serves individuals and 
WKHEURDGHU DSSDUDWXVRI WKH56$ WKLV LGHRORJ\ VHUYHV WKH
RUJDQLVDWLRQVWKDWFRPSULVHWKHFRQVHUYDWLRQ,6$E\HQDEOLQJ
them to achieve their objectives of wildlife conservation 
protection and producing conservation data and knowledge. 
The production of endangered species data is necessary to 
supporting the ideology of a conservation landscape in-crisis, 
and is therefore paramount to the success of conservation as 
KHJHPRQLF%LHUPDQQDQG0DQV¿HOG:KLOHWKHNLQG
of territorial enforcement conservation as ideology demands 
LVOHIWLQWKHKDQGVRIWKHVWDWHWKURXJK¿QDQFLDODQGSK\VLFDO
support (including basic supplies for front-line staff such 
as jackets, caps, and boots), and perhaps most importantly, 
intellectual support, these organisations form an assemblage 
RI LQVWLWXWLRQV DQG DFWRUV WKDW DVVLVW WKH 56$ LQ H[FKDQJH
for having a seat at the table LQ LQÀXHQFLQJ PDQDJHPHQW
decisions and gaining access to protected areas for research 
>'RZQORDGHGIUHHIURPKWWSZZZFRQVHUYDWLRQDQGVRFLHW\RUJRQ7KXUVGD\0DUFK,3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DQGGDWDFROOHFWLRQSHUVRQDOREVHUYDWLRQV$VRQHORFDO
conservationist explained:
 >7KHIRUHVWGHSDUWPHQW@NQRZZHQHHGWREHDEOHWRFROOHFW
wildlife data. When they call us to help look for a man-eater 
>WLJHU@RUKHOSZLWKWKHZLOGOLIHFHQVXVZHKDYHWRGRLW
because if we dont they can just chuck us out and work 
ZLWK DQRWKHU RQH >1*2@ LQVWHDG LQWHUYLHZ ZLWK ORFDO
FRQVHUYDWLRQ1*2VWDIIPHPEHU
In this passage we can see how tightly non-state 
FRQVHUYDWLRQ RUJDQLVDWLRQV DUH ZHGGHG WR WKH 56$ DQG
yet at the same time how within the singular conservation 
,6$LW LVSRVVLEOH IRUFRPSHWLWLRQDPRQJVWRUJDQLVDWLRQV WR
persist as they grapple for access and power in order to meet 
organisational objectives. 
CONSERVATION, HEGEMONY, AND RESISTANCE
In Wayanad, Forest Department staff told me they are 
constantly vigilant to the possibility of revolt. As one leader 
RIDQDWLRQDOHQYLURQPHQWDO1*2VDLG
 There are very strong feelings of injusticePeople can 
just take over a protected area and burn it and take it over 
in no timeIf the general citizens of this country decide 
to revolt nothing can stop them, because their numbers 
DUHMXVWVRKXJH6R,WKLQNZHQHHGWRWUHDGZLWKFDXWLRQ
LQWHUYLHZZLWKDQH[HFXWLYHGLUHFWRURIDQDWLRQDO1*2

What is striking in Wayanad is how tightly coupled 
protestations against the government and protests against 
LQFLGHQWV RI KXPDQZLOGOLIH FRQÀLFW KDYH EHFRPH²LW LV LQ
UHDFWLRQWRZLOGOLIHFRQÀLFWVWKDWGLVDSSURYDORIWKHJRYHUQPHQW
in Wayanad is now largely expressed. The response of the 
KFD to these increasingly violent stand-offs between the 
local population and their staff and police also highlights the 
mechanisms through which they seek to alter the discourse 
of disenfranchisement and dispossession to one of tolerance, 
education, and civil order. Adivasi activists become labelled as 
threats to the sovereignty of the Indian state by reframing anti-
µHFRGHYHORSPHQW¶FDPSDLJQVDVWKHEHJLQQLQJVRID0DRLVW
LQVXUJHQF\6LPLODUO\H[DVSHUDWLRQE\IDUPHUVLQUHDFWLRQWR
increasing crop and livestock damage is positioned by the 
KFD as the result of declining tolerance for wildlife, poor 
education, and political party agitations, rather than perhaps 
as symptomatic of the precarity of the neoliberal agrarian 
HFRQRP\0QVWHUDQG0QVWHU
7KHVKLIWLQGLVFRXUVHIURPRQHRIGLUHFWFRQÀLFWVEHWZHHQ
the state and the working class, to one of education and a 
bottom-up approach, is facilitated through conservation as 
LGHRORJ\$VRQHRI¿FHUH[SODLQHG
 7KH¿UVWVWHSPXVWEHWRHGXFDWH WKHORFDOPDQ«LW LVD
GLI¿FXOWWDVNLWLVDQRQHURXVWDVN>:H@KDYHWRWDNHWKH
SHRSOHLQWRFRQ¿GHQFHLWKDVWRFRPHIURPWKHORFDOOHYHO
,WVKRXOGFRPHIURPWKHSHRSOHIURPWKHORFDOPDQ6R
DORWRIWKHHIIRUWLVQHHGHG,WLVDYHU\GLI¿FXOWWDVNLWLV
QRWDWDOODQHDV\WDVNLQWHUYLHZZLWK.)'RI¿FHU
That the will to conserve must come from the local man 
DQG\HW LWZLOOEHD³GLI¿FXOW«RQHURXVWDVN´IRU WKH)RUHVW
'HSDUWPHQW VSHDNV WR WKHTXLOWLQJSRLQW RI FRQVHUYDWLRQ DV
LGHRORJ\ DQG ZKHUH LW ¿QGV SXUFKDVH ZLWK WKH 56$7KH
FRQVHUYDWLRQ ,6$ FUHDWHV DQ LGHRORJLFDO VSDFH IXQFWLRQLQJ
through the various actors and organisations that comprise 
the apparatus, where exclusionary state enforcement practices 
are rendered legible on the moral-ethical terrain of conserving 
biodiversity and wildlife. While conservation as ideology 
WKHUHIRUH¿OOVWKHQHHGVRIDGLYHUVLW\RIDFWRUVDQGRUJDQLVDWLRQV
for maintaining territorial hegemony, conservation also serves 
as an ideology that simultaneously enables the expansion 
of capitalism and capital accumulation into a landscape of 
speculative market opportunities, while reducing more direct 
FRQÀLFWVEHWZHHQWKHZRUNLQJDQGODQGOHVVSRRUDQGWKRVHLQ
positions of power.
It is possible, however, to observe these interrelated 
activities and phenomena from the perspective of the state 
itself attempting to curtail, manage, and slow the march of 
capitalism through Wayanads forests through law. Certainly, 
this appears to be the aim of the Gadgil Committee Report 
FRPPLVVLRQHGE\WKH*RYHUQPHQWRI,QGLDDKLJKSUR¿OH
national government report that advocated for strict regulations 
RQQDWXUDOUHVRXUFHH[WUDFWLRQDQGGHYHORSPHQWLQLGHQWL¿HG
eco-sensitive areas in order to conserve Indias biodiversity in 
WKH:HVWHUQ*KDWV*DGJLO5HSRUW%XWWKH*RYHUQPHQW
of Indias response to the strong backlash to the report created 
among industrial lobby groups was to call for an alternative, 
watered-down analysis, and the policy that reduced restrictions 
on extractive industries considered more amenable to the 
FRXQWU\¶VSRZHUIXOPLQLQJOREE\.DVWXULUDQJDQ5HSRUW
.DPDW1HYHUWKHOHVVEDFNHGE\DYDULHW\RISROLWLFDO
parties, the order by the Government of India to individual 
states to implement this weaker report was still met with violent 
SURWHVWDQGZLGHVSUHDGVWULNHVLQ:D\DQDG7KH+LQGX
%XWLIZHDUHWRIROORZ$OWKXVVHUWRIRFXVRQWKHLQWHQWRIWKH
law and legislation attempting to reduce the harm of capitalist 
exploitation on the environment is to obfuscate the primary 
formation in which the law remains necessarily repressive and 
part of the bourgeois system. Where certain legislation or laws 
might emerge to slow the exploitation of Wayanads natural 
UHVRXUFHVDV0QVWHUDQG0QVWHUKDYHVKRZQDOWHUQDWH
opportunities for capital development of these resources 
emerge. We can see this in Wayanad in the rapid expansion and 
development of the eco-tourism industry, where opportunities 
for more extractive industry have been curtailed by law and 
recent policies aimed at protecting the Western Ghats (see 
*DGJLO5HSRUW.DVWXULUDQJDQ5HSRUW
Through my interviews across diverse groups of conservation 
stakeholders in the region, it is clear that any singular reading 
of these events would be to ignore the multi-dimensional and 
complex processes guiding the implementation and enforcement 
of wildlife conservation laws and policies in Wayanad, and 
>'RZQORDGHGIUHHIURPKWWSZZZFRQVHUYDWLRQDQGVRFLHW\RUJRQ7KXUVGD\0DUFK,3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reactions to them. What becomes apparent instead is that all 
of these activities revolve around the circulation of capital 
and the efforts of those in dominant class positions to increase 
individual opportunities for accumulating personal wealth and 
expanding opportunities for capital accumulation writ large. 
As ideology, whether it is through the opportunities afforded 
through the potential for increased eco-tourism development, 
petty corruption and bribery, or illicit resource extraction, 
conservation has emerged as a malleable and effective ideology 
yoked to a set of practices through which certain actors seek 
to improve their positioning within the capitalist apparatus. It 
matters less then that conservation enforcement by the state 
appears at times to be the only agent acting in resistance to 
exploitation of forests, for these are precisely the activities 
WKDWPDNHFRQVHUYDWLRQDVLGHRORJ\VRHIIHFWLYH%XWZKDWLV
often lost in these narratives is the one constant through all of 
these practicesthe continuing marginalisation of Wayanads 
original human inhabitants, who now largely work as daily 
wage-labourers for the Forest Department or as commodity 
FURSSODQWDWLRQODERXUHUV0QVWHU
6RZK\XOWLPDWHO\ZHUHVFKRROFKLOGUHQPDUFKHGLQWLJHU
t-shirts through the gates of a protected area? Like other 
scenarios in which conservation becomes the dominant ideology 
WKURXJKZKLFKWKHVWDWH¶VSUHVHQFHLVIHOWHJ:HVW
in Wayanad, the Forest Department has become the most 
YLVLEOH V\PERO RI WKH 56$$V RQH LQWHUYLHZHH SXW LW ³LQ
this landscape, they are WKH6WDWH´ Adivasi rights activist 
7KH LQWHUSHOODWLRQ RI GLYHUVH DQG FRPSHWLQJ JURXSV
of people into conservation subjects represents an effort 
E\ WKH 56$ WR VLGHVWHS GLUHFW FRQÀLFWV DQG FRQWHVWDWLRQV
between themselves and settler agricultural communities, the 
displaced and marginalised original inhabitants of Wayanad, 
and the burgeoning wildlife tourism industry by re-framing 
issues of economic marginalisation and domination into an 
issue of educating the public about the value of endangered 
wildlife. Through a charting some of the competing politics of 
conservation in Wayanad, the performance of the Walkathon 
begins to take a particular shape as a broader class project 
DLPHGDWTXHOOLQJWKHSRVVLELOLW\RIIXOOVFDOHUHYROWPHGLDWHG
WKURXJKWKHOHQVRIPLWLJDWLQJKXPDQZLOGOLIHFRQÀLFWV:KDW
on the surface appear to be increasing incidents of political 
agitations and protest by civilians calling upon the Forest 
'HSDUWPHQWWRPLWLJDWHLQFLGHQWVRIKXPDQZLOGOLIHFRQÀLFWV
become something else when viewed through the wider lens 
of the capitalist state project. That something else is about 
the essential functioning of the ideological state apparatuses in 
reducing the grating of gears inherent to competing ideologies 
and interests always present in the competitive and complex 
DVVHPEODJHRIDFWRUVDQGLQVWLWXWLRQVSUHVHQWLQWKH,6$V
CONCLUSION
In this article I have sought to recuperate the well-known 
ZULWLQJ RI /RXLV$OWKXVVHU >@  DQG VSHFL¿FDOO\
KLV WKHRU\RI WKH ,6$V LQ LWVPRUH H[SDQGHG IRUP WR VKRZ
WKHODVWLQJYDOXHRIWKHWKHRU\RIWKH,6$VWRFRQWHPSRUDU\
studies of political ecology. I have done so explicitly within 
the context of political ecology of conservation scholarship to 
show how the development of a political ecology of praxis is 
VWUHQJWKHQHGE\WKHWKHRU\RIWKH,6$VDQG$OWKXVVHU¶VUHODWHG
theory of interpellation as described in their more complete 
IRUPLELG:KLOHWKHWKHRU\RIWKH,6$VKDVKDGDSURIRXQG
impact on studies of the capitalist state, Althusser is rarely cited 
in political ecology texts and even less so in related literature on 
FRQVHUYDWLRQ%XWMXVWDV*UDPVFL¶VZULWLQJVVWLOO¿QGUHOHYDQFH
in todays political (and political ecological) landscape, so 
too might Althussers given that his complete writings on 
WKH ,6$VDUHRQO\QRZDYDLODEOH WR DQ HQWLUHJHQHUDWLRQRI
Anglophone scholars. Drawing on my narrative experience of 
the interpellation of wildlife conservation subjects in Wayanad, 
I have demonstrated how the concept of the conservation 
ideological state apparatus can help make sense of seemingly 
contradictory and confusing practices in which diverse sets of 
actors are interpellated by the state through the performance 
of wildlife conservation as a coherent ideology in practice.
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NOTES
1. The arguments of this article are built upon long-term 
ethnographic research conducted in southwest India between 
 DQG  ,Q SDUWLFXODU WKLV DUWLFOH GUDZV RQ LQGHSWK
LQWHUYLHZV 1  a GRFXPHQW DQG WH[WXDO DQDO\VLV DQG
participant and non-participant observation conducted in 
:D\DQDG'LVWULFW.HUDOD,QGLDEHWZHHQ,WLVDOVR
informed by my broader ethnographic research in the region 
including parts of southern Karnataka and western Tamil Nadu 
states, as well as in-depth interviews with both governmental 
RI¿FLDOVDQG1*2VWDIIDWERWKWKHLQGLYLGXDOVWDWHDQGQDWLRQDO
OHYHO LQ ,QGLD 1  a$OO LQWHUYLHZV DQG UHVHDUFK ZLWK
KFD staff were conducted under conditions of anonymity in 
DFFRUGDQFH ZLWK 8QLYHUVLW\ RI 0DU\ODQG %DOWLPRUH &RXQW\
,5%DSSURYDO<((,QWHUYLHZVLQ:D\DQDGZHUH
FRQGXFWHGLQ(QJOLVKRU0DOD\DPZLWKWKHDVVLVWDQFHRIUHVHDUFK
DVVLVWDQWWUDQVODWRUVZKHQUHTXLUHG
>'RZQORDGHGIUHHIURPKWWSZZZFRQVHUYDWLRQDQGVRFLHW\RUJRQ7KXUVGD\0DUFK,3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2. All interviews with KFD staff were recorded anonymously. For 
this reason I will choose to avoid designating the rank of the staff 
LQTXHVWLRQLQRUGHUWRIXUWKHUDYRLGWKHLULGHQWL¿FDWLRQEDVHG
on rank held at the time the research was conducted.
3. The term adivasi roughly translates as first people or 
³RULJLQDOLQKDELWDQW´LQ+LQGLDQGDOVRUHIHUVWRWKH³6FKHGXOHG
Tribes of India as designated in the government census and in 
RI¿FLDOVWDWLVWLFV,SUHIHUWRXVHAdivasi when referring to this 
heterogeneous group, though the term tribal is more often used 
in common parlance, often by adivasisWKHPVHOYHV%HFDXVHWKH
term adivasi speaks to the adivasi struggle for self-determination 
and sovereignty that pre-dates the colonial era, I will refer to 
them as adivasis. The Kattunaika are also variously referred 
to in the literature as the Kattunayakan, Nayaka and Jenu 
Kuruba in different regions in this landscape. I would refer 
UHDGHUV WR WKH UHFHQW SXEOLFDWLRQ E\ 0QVWHU  RQ WKH
relations amongst Kattunaika Forest Department labourers 
and elephants in Wayanad, as well as the ethnographic work of 
%LUG'DYLGDQG%LUG'DYLGDQG1DYHKRQ
the Kattunaika (Nayaka) more broadly. 
 )RU DEURDG UHYLHZRI VRPHRI WKHVH WKHRUHWLFDORULHQWDWLRQV
DQGWKHLUJHQHDORJLHVVHH%URFNLQJWRQDQG'XII\DQG
9DFFDURHWDO2QUHODWLRQVEHWZHHQQDWXUHDQGWKHVWDWH
VHH5REHUVWRQDQG:DLQZULJKWDQG3DUHQWL
 (VSHFLDOO\ LQ For Marx, Althusser reads hegemony as too 
immaterial to be analytically useful, arguing that Gramsci wrongly 
FROODSVHVLGHRORJ\LQWRWKHEURDGHUGRPDLQRIµFXOWXUH¶>@
6HH7KRPDVIRUDQH[WHQGHGWUHDWPHQW
on these debates and Althussers shift in thinking over time.
 6WXDUW+DOOHVVHQWLDOO\PDGHWKLVSRLQWLQLQSDUWSODFLQJ
the blame for the (unfortunate) dual trajectories of Althusserian 
studies on the two-part structure of Althussers original essay on 
WKH,6$V²¿UVWRQWKHUROHRILGHRORJ\LQWKHUHSURGXFWLRQRIWKH
social relations for capitalism, and second on subject-formation: 
The two sides of the difficult problem of ideology were 
fractured in that essay and, ever since, have been assigned to 
GLIIHUHQWSROHV7KHTXHVWLRQRIUHSURGXFWLRQKDVEHHQDVVLJQHG
WRWKHPDU[LVWPDOHSROHDQGWKHTXHVWLRQRIVXEMHFWLYLW\KDV
EHHQDVVLJQHGWRWKHSV\FKRDQDO\WLFIHPLQLVWSROH6LQFHWKHQ
QHYHUKDYHWKHWZDLQPHW´+DOO7KLVDJDLQKLJKOLJKWV
the value and worth of the more synthesised contribution of On 
the Reproduction of Capitalism in comparison to the fractured, 
RULJLQDOHVVD\RQWKH,6$V
 ,QWKHFRQWH[WRIVRXWKZHVW,QGLD³0DRLVWV´DQG³1D[DOLWHV´DUH
general terms used to refer to members of one several militant 
communist groups of India associated with the Communist 
3DUW\RI,QGLD0DRLVW,QLQWHUYLHZVZLWK.)'RI¿FHUVWKHWHUP
³1D[DOLWHV´DQG³0DRVLWV´ZHUHXVHGLQWHUFKDQJHDEO\
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